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. - iNTRonu9TiON ' • a ' 

Eiach year all Georgia children and youth in the fourth, eighth and eleventh grades are tested oJbommon ' 
tests. TheMowa Tests of Basic Skills ts used in the fou rth and eightli grajes, the Tests of Academic 
Progress m the eleventh grade. 

Test scores provide a wealth of information for improving edjication. Ihey cart'be used as a tool for the 
teacher, principal, curriculum specialist or other school staff to diagnose areas where improvement may 
be needed. FollovAng this diagnosis, prescriptions for improvement may be developed and applied. 

This GLMDE is intended as an aid to the' proper use of Georgia Statewide Testiag Program Scores. It 
provides information about the program and the tests, reading and understanding the various reports, 
understanding what the scores mean; and applying test result's for the improvement of learning opportuni* 

* ^ ; . \ 

ties for Georgia children and youth. It is organized into seven sections, each of which pmvides answers 
to questions posed in the table of contents on the following pagq. 

Test scores seem often to be misused or not used at all- . Perhaps, this is due either to misunderstanding 
of testing terminology or to a lack of knowledge of what the scores mean. * In this GUIDE special attention 
has been paid to communicating in a simple, strai^t-forward manner by using words common to most 
educators and by making liberal use of .samples, examples and illustrations. 
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WlIbRE MAY ANSWIiIRS TO QUESTIONS LIKl£ Tl IE$F: BE POUND? 





WHAT ARE HIE OBJECTIVES- OE THE GEORGIA STATEWIDE 
TESTING PROGRAM? 



WHO IS TESTED? WHAT TESTS A\i\i USED'? WHAT DO THE 
TESTS TEST? 



WHAT SCORES ARE REPORTED'? WHAT DO TOE SCORES^ ^ 
MEAN'? \^rAT ARE SOfvtE USES OF THE SCORES'? WHAT * Page 10 
ARE SOME EIMITATIONS OE THE SCORES'^ 



WHAT REPORTS ARE PKOVl!:)ED FOR USE AT VARIOUS 
LEVELS'? WHAT DO THE REPORTS LOOK LIKE? HOW MAY 
• ITIE 1<EP(MS 'BE REAi:) AND IM:)ERST00D'? , 



HOW MAY THE TEST RESULTS I^E' ASSESSED'? HOW MAY 
THEY BE SHARED WITH 'IHE PUBLIC? 






WHAT MAY RE DONE TO IMPROVE STUDENTS LEARNINC^ 



WHA T MAY BE l^ONh I O IM1M<0VE 'I EST PERI *ORMAI)ICE IN 
TOE FUTURE'? 





What are Elie Objectives of the Georgia Statewide Testing Program'^ 
'Yhe overall goal of the Georgia Statewide Testing Program is to improve education fo^- all Georgia 
children and youth. Tor the achievement of this goal, the .State F^oard of Lducation has adopted ten objec- 
tives, 'lliey are * » * 

1. To provide basic informatiqn for helping the student assess his own progress through the edu- 
cational system of the State so he can l)CConie increasingly mature in understanding himself, 
his educational needs, and his future |>ossibjlities. 

2. To help teachers understand their students m terms of their capabilities and achievements so that 
teachers can prescribe effective instructional piograms for them. * ' ^ 



' ) 

cs with special- 1 



3. Tp identify students with sp^ciat needs whc^may require adjusted programs and maintain continuing 
attention to their progress. ^ ^ 

4. To provide local systems with basic information for assessing the effectiveness of the principal 
phases of educational programs in sufficient detail to indicate specific steps required for con- 
tinually strengthening those programs. ^ 

5. To provide information to parents to help'thQm understand their children in order that^they may 
realistically help them plan ahead. ^ * 

6. To'provide the Georgia Department of Education with basi^ information needed for equalizing 
educational opportunities for all children in all school systems of the State. 

7. To provide research agencies at both the State and local levels with data for generating and testing 
hypotheses concerning all aspects of the educational process. 

8. To provide every school system with strong incentives to experiment at least on a modest scale » 
jvith new and promising educational programs, materials, devices and organizational arrangements, 

9. To provide the State Legislature and General Public with readily interpretable information con- 
cerning the status of the State system of education as a whole and individual schools ^ithin 
systems to be consistent with requirements of State Law. ' * 

10- To assist school systems to use generally recommended practices relative to test kd ministration 
^ an^d utilization of test results. • ^ ^ 
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As can be seen from the^^abov^bjeetives, the Georgia Statewide Testing Program is not an account- 
ability system where test results areiised as a means of holding an individual teacher, admmist^tor, 
scho<M or system accountable for scydent. performance on tests. To dp so is an improper use of the test 
results and any^onciusions drawn from such uses of the test results ts un supportable. 

In addition to the above objectives, the State Board of Education has adopted ninei$iajor utilization 
objectives for improvjmg instruction at the local school and system levels. They are 

1. Identify individual \yeaknesses in skill development in Vocabulary, Reading, Language, Work 
Study and Mathematics. 

2. Diagnose strengtjis^^^ weaknesses of groups. 

3. Individualize instruction. " * ' ^ • 

4. Report progress to parents. . * , • 
' 5. Select curriculum materials. 

6. Spt the pace of instruction. ' ^ « 

/ . ' I 

7. Select methods of instruction. « ' 

8. Counse.1 students. 

Help determine changes needed in the curriculum of previous grades for basic skill development. 



Who is Tested? What 1 ests arc IJ^ecP What do thc'^lests Test'^ 

In uccDtdance with State Board of Lducation policies, all students in Grades 4, 8, and II are tested 
except for studeijts in prc5grams for the mentally retarded. * - • . 

ITie ^owa Tests of Basic Skills (-ITBS) is used in Graded 4 and 8, 1 orm 5 Level lO^or Grade 4. Foirni 5* 
Level 14 for Grade 8. 'llie Tqsts of Axjademic Progress^ TAP) , I orni S is used for Grade 11 

llie ITBS examines the fundamentals of clcnientar\ school mstinctron I he basic skills essential to 
success m all types of learning. , Since tlic test battery mcasuies a student's abilitv to use his*acquired 
skills, it does not focus on repetition or identifying formal facts or rules. While taking the test the student 
uses his skills as he might m day-to-day classroom activities. ^ 

'llie ITBS tests 5 general areas. Iliey are - 
Tesf V — Vocabulary 

Test R — Reading Comprehension ... ^ 

Test L — Language Skills (Subtest L-1 spfc I Img, .Subtest L-2 capitalization, Subtest L-3 punctua- 

tion; Subtest L-4 usage) , <^ > \. 

Test W — Work Study -Skills ( Subtest W-1 map reading.^ Subtest W-2 reading graphs and tables; 

Subtest W-3 knowledge and use of reference materi^) 

Test M — Mathematics Skills (Subtest M-1 math concepts; Subtest M-2 math problem solving) 

Within each test and subtest of the ITBS, test questions are referenced to skills. Table 1 on page 7 

lists the skills measured by each subtest for Grade 4; Table 2 on page 8 for Gratde 8. 

The Tests of Academic Progress ( TAP) provide an appraisal of students progress toward general 

secondary school goals. Each subtest measures the extent to which objectiVes of«a basic ^rea of high 

• > 
school instruction have been achieved by students. The three subtests of the TAP used in the Georgia 

Statewide Testing Program are Composition, Reading and Mathematics. The skills measured in each sub- 
test are listed in Table 3 on page 9. . , , 
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What Scores arc Reported? How May 'll}ose Scores Ix? Used? 

. . What are th<^ I. iin nations of the Scores? 

— - J ■ — 

The sectaon that foT-lows coiltains a descnpiioo, some uses and some limitations of scores reported 

in the Georgia Statewide lestin^ Prograwi. It mav 4k he^^ful when ancrK/iiii; the various r<*ports to refer 

to thi^ section? so that a, plea rcr understanding of the scores ma\ Ix? gained In so doing, perhaps some 

' of> the 'pitfalls often associated with cvaluating stcTiidardi/ed test scores may 1^ avoided. 

^ • "l wo general comments alK>ut the re[X)ft*s and scores are in order The first is^ljiat in mar^ of the 

-J reports supplied as a partof ;the Georg/a Statewide *U sting Program scores which compare a student^ s 

\, '{Performance to, another gro,up b\, <va> of npnu+^are provkkd in ahundc^nce (re, percentile ranks, grade 

equivalents, ?itandard scores) AVhile these scores whon used with caution provide valuable information, 

*the Student Item Res[X)nse" Report for'Grades 4 and 8 focuses on the student' s Own performance on indi- 

vadual questions and questions grA)uped into ^kill areas without reference^ other students. Ihis infor- 

' - * »*- ' 

mation allows a teacher to focus on. the student, takinj; into consideration the student's own interests, 
' ^ / 

abilitios, motivations and aspiratiOwjs. Armed with all this information, the teacher can then seek ways 

of providing learning experiences espjciallv designed for the student. In so doing, the goal o| instruc- 
tional improvement which is the focus of the Georgia Stato^wide Testing^^rogram will more nearly be 
Veached, * 
^ G6ing hand in hand with the student' s own Item Response Report are the C^ass, School and System 
Response Summary Reports provided for Grades 4, 8 and 11. Here as in the Student Item Response 
^ Report the focus is on the individual test question and test questions grouped into skills. The scores on 
- ,th^se reports are reported as percents of correct responses by test question in the class, school or •' 
^s/stem^. Since these reports allow exarfiination of test* performance on individual questions and questions 
grouped into skills rather than to an outside norm group, ways of providing learning experiences especially 
designed for stud(?nts in th^ class, school or system may he sought: Once again, instructional improve - 
ment, which \^ the goal of the Georgia Statewide Testing Program may more nearly he reached. 

It should be rememlxired, however, tha't the greater tiie number of questions testing a skill, objective, 
subject, etc., the gre^iter the possibility tliat scores are reliable. Therefore i^ wise to not base a 
co^iclusion on a- student s performance solely on his^r her response to a small number of test questions. 
The n Bb and TAP are survey-type tests. They are not^^gnJstic tests. As a survey-type test fHey 
'can 15e\ised as a "flagging device". This means that results^rmr point to a potential problem area. 
Ideally, when a potential problem'has been identified additional evMuation should follow to determine: , 
1) If the problem really exists, and 2) What is the specific nature of the problem. Then, when this course 
of action has been followed, addition)al information is available t^the teacher for taking developmental 
action for students now in the classroom and preventative action for future students. 

Conversely, a survey type test mdy point to particular areas of strength. Ideally, when such an 
analysis has been made additional evaluation should follpw to seek answers to the questions: Are these 
Indeed strengths?. What am I (or we in the case of fi school or system) doing in the way of teaching 
techniques, use<pf learning materials and purrlcular design to have helped students learn? What can 
* be done to^contlnue or even do better? ^ , \ * 

The second general comment has to dO with measurement error. 



Inherent in all .tests is"sonie "error". Because of this, reported scores may be^different,from ♦ true" 

or orror free scores. N^o test is perfectly reliable* whicli means that if the test were to be administered 

»/ 

five times to a ;>tudent assuming similar conditions, scores are likely to be different each time, ' 

Errors in measurement may be caused by the test instruments itself, the test admmistrator or fluc- 
Aiations in students. It is possible to estimate this error statistically. As a "rule of thumb" estimate, 
in*the Grade 4 ITRS the error of Grade Equivalents anci Standard Scores is from 4-6 scoge intervals in 
(each of the subtests and from 2-3 points in composite (Language, Work Study, Math, Battery) scores. 
In the n BS Grad(X 8 a "rule of thumb" estimate of error for Grade Equivalents in each subtest is frohi 
5-9 score intervals, for the composite scores (Language, Wotk Study ,^ Math, Battery) from 3-5 grade 
equivaleht intervals. For Grade 8 standard scopes, a "rule of thumb" estimate of error is from 4-7 score 
intervals in each subtest and from 2-4 score.intervals in composite scores * In the TAP a "rule of thumb" 
estimate for error is 3 standard score points for each of tlie subte'|^s (Composition, Reading, Mathe- 
matics). 

As an example of tlie importance of error m evaluating ^jW'es, let us say an 8th Grade student receives 
a standard score of 97 on the Use of Reference Materials iubt^t of the ITBS. Based on the "rule of thmnb" 
alx)yc the estimated sundard error is from 4-7 score points. We would conclude then, that if this student 
were administered the test repeatedly, two out of three of his standard scores would fall within 4^7 points 
above the 4-7 score points below or between 90-104. Now let us look at another 8th Grade student whose 
standard score on the Use of Reference Materials subtest is 91. Tor this student the "band" into which 
his scores would fall 2 out of 3 times is from 84*to 98. AVhen looking at both of the above students together 
we,sec that their sundard score "bands" overlap. Saident A's band is from 90 to 104; student B^'s from 
84 to 98. ""riiis means that tlie cliaiice for error-free or "true" scores to be the same for bdth students 
is great enough so that they should be regarded as n(j|^eally being "different". 



RawSctyre (RS) -Ihc raw bcore ib arr.ivcU at hy totaling the nulribcr of questions a student answers 
correctly, in each subtest* Since the bijbtebtjna\ eonta'in a varied huml>er of questions the. raw score is 
not on a scale com'n>in to all suhtebts add ther^fofe Irais little value for reporting^. , It is used, jiowcvc^r, 
as the b,Jsis for scor^ conversK)r>s in all of the other ^uiclc-nt scores in the. Georg-ia'' Statewide Testing 
Program. - ^ r t - ^-"'-i.-' • 

Grade Equivalent (Gh) . Xwo numlx^rs arC-uUxL in expresbing-gr^ide eqiriv.alcnts*^ Tlie iirst i;idicates 

'the sclfogl year and tiie.bccond the bchcTol month.. for tht-s.pirrlTobe, th(f iichool ye^r i^,4fvulSi3 .ttito t<?a 

monttis.^ For example, grade equivalents for the fourth g^Sde range -from 4.0 through 4.9. ^ *' - , '1 r~' ' 

If a student's score on the reading i^ubtest ;ndicatt's_a grade equivalent of 4^1, this should be mter- 
*• • • ^ ' , , ' - * " ^ ' - » 

prated to mean that tl^e stu^lpnt achieved at the b*.ime le\'el as Uie average jstuScmt in the norm group in 

the first month of the fourth gradtj^ It should be r». iiieinlK'red, however, that "average" rrteanb half of 

the students irt the norm group are eitlaer dl\>\\' or K low thib level of achievement. For this reason, all 

students should not be expeet^d to atj^in a^pattieuLlr gfade equivalent. Whether students as a group m a 

classroom or school compare favoraJ>K' with the norm group depends, for inbtance, on whether half or' 

nriore of tho^se currently tested are alx>ve the grade equivalent appropriate for the.first month of the school 

year (i.e., 4.1 for fourth ^rade, 8'.1 for 8th grade). As a part (^f the Georgia Statewide Testing Program 

school and system grade .^uivalent frequency tables are provided. They should be examined to se^ if 

flie 50th percentile falls ^ 4.1 or above for the fourth ^rade or 8.1 or above for the, 8th grade,. J^.h^Y do, 

*the school or system compares favorably with the norm group, ^' 

Although It appears that graflej equivalents are easy to understand and interpret, they have sonie Iimita 
tlons. ^ ^Perhaps the mos^serious is that each unit on the scale of 1.0 through 12.9 does not reflect an equal 
amouptof snjttent growtfl. Since growth in the development of reading, skills, for example, ?fe rapid at 
H:eartain graKlp levels ansi'slow at other^, some differences between grade equivalent units will indicate a 
-greater amount of achievement than others. A year of growth in reading fro;n grade 1.0 to 2.0 is likely 
to be 'a larger difference in achievement than an increase from 8.0 to 9.0. It woultl be incorrect to assume 
that the same-amount of grpwth in reading has taken placQ^ 

Another limitatipn o^ the grade equivalent is the (^ommon misinterpretation that earning a particular., 
grade equivalent indicates*a student*s readiness for work at that level. For example, a fourth grade 
student earning a gradp equivalent qf 8.5 in the Vocabulary subtest does not mean his Vocabulary is at the" 
eighth grade 'level. Such a conciusion woujd overlook the design of the*test especially* for fourth graders 
With a range of test question difficulty appropriate-Jfor fourth graders. 

Still anothej* limita|ion of grade equivalents in the ITBS is that GE*s axe not, comparable between and 
atn^ng subtests. For example, both the Grade 4 Language U^age subtest and the Map Reading subtest ^ 
have 32 questions. Kfeace, raw scores are comparable. Yet a ra^ score of 14 on the^'Us'dgg subtest 
converts to a grade .equivalent of 4.2 while the same raw score of 14 on the Reading subte'stT con verts to 
a grade equivalent df 4.4; , ^ - *. • ^ 

.Standard Score (SS).*A staijdard score is a raw score wJ^ich has undergone a statistical conversion 
to a'* scale common to all subtests. The ITBS standard ^sco re, scale i(/r all grades (3 through 8) ranges 
from 0 to 150 with. a mean of 80 and a standard de\^iatjon of 20. Since the ITBS^ scale is common for^ 



all grades (3 through 8), tlie range of stand^d scores ani^verages are different for, each grade. In 
Grade 4 the standard sc-ore is froro to 107 with art average of between 66 and 71. In Grade 8 the pange 
of standard scores is from 33 to 150 with an average of 98 and 103. For the TAP in Grad^ Jl the standard 
score scale ranges from 16 to 88 with an average between 48 and 52 and standard deviation of 10. It 
should be remembered thkt average in this instance is. the arithmetic mean which is obtained b/ dividing 
the sum of a set of scores, by the nuijiber of scores in the set. , ' ) 

Standard scores allow comparisons between and among subtests. For example, a student receive a 
standard score of 74 on' the Reading subtest and a 61 on the Vocabulai^ subtest. Since both scores are on 
a common scale, one could say that this student performed better on the Reading^subtest than on the 
Vocabulary subtest, ^ ■ . i - ^ 

The major limitatiop of standard score's is that they are not on a scale of equal measuring units.' 
For example; in the TAP Grade 11 Mathj^matics subtest a student answering 21 questions correctly will 
obtain a standard score of 54^ the same standard sdore as a student answering 22 que&ti«ins correctly. 
In the same subtest one student can aaswer 5 questions correctly and obtain a standard score of 30 while 
another student an swelling 6 or only on*e Hiore que^ion correctly, will obmin a score of 3 intervals higher, 
or a standard score of 33, ^ N 

* NatiorT/il Pei^gentilg Rank <jNPR>-.vVA natiQrtalt*panc^ntile lank indiqates a student's relative position ^ 
. to the natioaal noi:m'sampl(? anjerni^of the perceru,p(.,4tWLlents vyith lower scored. For example, when a 
student receiVes^aJNPR.of^7^^ op t<ic,MathemahcsJ::onpQpts,^^^ the»indlcatioivis that 75% of the " , 
students in the national norm sample ^i)tained a score lower than bitlt-vln o,ther words, this student's 
Mathematics Concepts achievement as measured by the test surpasses that of TS^'^JCent of the national 
n6i;m -sample. ... ' ^ • . , t-v,'^]:': -^^-y^. 

A major limitation of percentile ranks is that thev are not on a jscale of equal measuring units. -T^ie 

^ , * - . . ■ ■ 

difference between the percehtile ranks of 5 and 10 or between 90 and 95 is likely to be much greater, than,. 

the difference between the rank^> of 50 and 55. for example, in the 8th grade Reading subtest a raw 5cor^ 

of 38 converts to a NPR of 50, while an increase of only 2 raw score 1nter<rals converts to a NPR of 55. In 

the same subtest a raw score. of oO converts to a NPR of 90, while an increase of 4 raw score intervals 

is needed to increase the NPR b\ 5 score intervals to 95. This is true because large numbers of studen^ 

tend to achieve^^corcs nea 



2ar the middliJ of 50th percentile, while relatively few students obtain ej^tfemely 



high scores. ■ ' . . . . , . y ^ . . 

State Percentile Rank (SPR) As is tfie case' with»a jwtiQuaUperceatile rank, the state percentile rank ^ 
indicates a student's relative position to a group. Frj 'th(? Georgia Statewide Testftig Pro^^4|n the compa^j^on 
group for the state percentile rank is all students in either Graijes 4, 8and*ll adminls^red the ITBSroi:' 
TAP in the Fall of 1^)73. • InteVp rotation of the SPR is tiie same as ihat^or the national perceotile.rank^ 
<!xcept that rafnks are in relation to students in the State of Georgia. Lir 
as those for the national percentile rank. 

Local Percentile Rank (LPR)^ As witli the national and state percentile rank, the LPR ipdicatesti* 
student' s relative position to a^grdup. The tompaft'ison group for the LPR is all students in a school 
systen) in eidier Grades 4, 8 and 11 administered the ITRS or^TAP in Septemper, 1974. Interpretation 

of the FPR IS the same as that for the national and state percentile rarik o^jcfept that ranks are in relation 

» * • I * • 

to students in the local system. Limitations in the use of the LPR are alsq the same as those for the 

natioi\al and state percentile rank. * \ ^ » ^ 



imitations fpr the S^R ire the ^^^^ \ 



correctly 
BS 



Percent Correcii (PC) . In the Georgia St^tesviJ^ iVstiVig t^toiram -^he percent of questions correi 
answered is repoj^^ted. The percent of c^rrect,^ndividual ^tudcnt ^sponses m.cach' Grajie 4^a;id 8,IT 
subtest is reportedF. in such'a way so tJ^t comjia'n^hs lieiwcen the $»{udent4nt} the average of correct . 
responses for all students in the classroom, sc|k>o1 and^systera'ro/iy' be made. . ; ^ « 

The PC for the student ji'n«a subtest 'is pomput«d h)f first f ittdi ji^V)fit the;rtumber of correct response 




The average PC for the class. i;i a subtestys computed'by'fVst -adding the number ^x:6rrect r^spqnses 
for all students in the class. Tben,^the numfcier of C(^i*rect re^pop^es for the cfass^afriVed.at in Step 1 
^above is divided by the ijumber of^^dents m th^ qUtss for, the average humber^pf' cx)trect responses for 
students in the class. Finally, the average number of^ correct resporises for studeofei'n the class as. 
dotermihed in Step 2 above is jSivided j^y the nuphber 5>|j;6^t qujei^^iorvsvjn die,suhiest for the'average. . . , 
class PC! Foi: example, a 4th girade^'class df 28 s.tuv^eijV^'^taki^^^^ subtest. The riunibet of ^ 

correct responses for eacfi of the 28 students is suirfjn^^; ^pr^^ total/ P^jp*5er of correct responses pf 
616. This qiimber (616) is then divided by 28, the nirxib^i;of.^si^^nt$ri)T the class,., for the average. 
number of correct responses of all students, or 22. llws nCimber (22) is then divided by the nuitlbef.of, • ..." 

' . 7 " J . •^\:'v/'^';V - • '';> • :^' 

questions in the 4th grade Vocabulary subtest <(38) , for air.^i-veYage. classic of S7:9^ which would be ^ . 

rounded to>58.' . ^ i ' ^ v. • / . , . - 

The ^C .for the schbol is c;5mpu^ea .liif much thi^ san\e way as the PCior.the cl^ss,excep,t the student . 
_ ^^u^-i. T7^^ 1„ « school take the 8th grade Spelling 



ba 

su! 
ot 




^ -.^ . ^ students is summed, for^ total numbej^, , 

cpt;rect resp^i^es JS^^S^: [This ip^ber (6355) yS^then divided "hj^ 205, for the. averages number of . . 
,/cof^ect responses fc^fv-all^^tud^ncs, or This htlmber (31) I's then divided by the number of qSestions 



the school 



V /*. h the Georffia Statewide T*e^ting prograrhV'ijl^a^^^ and Systeni Summary Reports for Grades 4, 
*f / ^8 a^^jl LI axfe al^o p|:oyided|j TjTjese xeports shqW^^ji.ev tS^question by test question ba&is the average 
percent of correct j-espo/is? ^ojeiiclii <jjJe^,tion for* diCTclass, *^b^ school arid the^yst^m. In'addition 
/ ^. ,^ / / •te^'tcjuestiqns ^re ^rgup^OT^:^^^ it^is possib^'Vnot only exairhihe e^Qh test question ' 

* ' iii^ividuajljr/butials^ ]\ , . ^ ^^^\ * ^ ^ 

' ' The ivdr^ge PC;f6i: i/.te^t quespon.is'artived at in .much \he gan^e way as the averse group PC fo*r 




students >^nswe ring a question cor; 
students in the class taking the test, 
correctly. When dividing 21 by ,28 )^ 




. . i r I For i'^chool, the^£^vei<age,'P(j is ar/rlyed at by getting a douftt c/f the students ^n.^he school answea;ing 
' ' " ^ "|o{i ,:oXrectly arid jtiT^S dfvffling jthis' number by the total^riumlser of'students^ jihe grade taking 




a question correctly, 
rouii^ed, of 50. 



The averdge^^C foj, tfie^ sy^stein^ j arr.wcJ a,c.'the jsame Avay as for tlie class an J. the school except 
that the student baso-rs all rfje s^^nrs tested jit Ithe-gfade in tl^ entire system..' 

As noted alx)ve tiie PC for 'a^student \^n[ a subtest is hxilp^] in assessing how that student performed on 

a subtc^st ih rclation^to the clafesi th^^school and r^e system-: By looking at the difficulty of the question, 

\ / ^. ' y y- i., • 

students* .performance can^ilso be pxaiiifned in x^'lat^oiv ro State performance. State performance ('dif- 

, ficuUy) i§ used as a ge.rieral guide^^jjir^vtinyU thp relative difficulty of the question. As a "rul'e of 

'theumb*' guide ^e following table' may be used in judging the difficulty of the test question. ^ 

' . TABLC 4 

Tlie Rer^tionship'of Per^e^it Correct to Question Difficulty 

J*(^rcent C^orrecc • Difficulty 




85^.100 • I • Lasy 

'60-85 ' " ' Easy to Medium 

" 40*- ^ Medium 

15-40^ ^ Medium to Hard 

.1^15 * Hard 



Caution' shoo Id be exet^ised when comparing the PC on one subtest* with the PC on other subtests*. 

' 'lli^ r^'asonlor exercising c^Utjon is that subtests have a varied number of test questions, therefore, 
.J^c,base may diffej from one subtest to iinother. 1 or example, a student mc^y answer lOpuestion's cor- 
jTectly in the 8th grade Vocabularv subtest and 10quustu>ns correctly in the 8th grade Reading subtest. 

. Jn the y6cabular> subtest witli its 48 questions, a IX'. »f 21 would be reported, while in the Reading sub- 

'.tost with its 80 questions, a PC of 1.3 would be reported. 
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WHAT K1£P0RTS AR1£ PROVIDLl) VQR USL Al VAKIOlfS I.LVLLS? WllAl IX) TMl£Jll£IX)Kl S 
M-OOK LIKE? HOW MAY Tlil£ lUiTOinMHli READ A-ND UNOERSIOOn? * 



Tjic section that follows contains samples of all reports prepared as .^re suit of the Sep^tember, 1974 
administration of th^ rj'BS and TAP. Accompanying each sample is a hnef description of the report and 
a visual system of, "keying" major pomcs'to the narrative describing the scores or other information 
appearing in the reports. Th^ sample reports are groiipcnJ by gnade, w>th G.rade 4 starting on page 18, 
Grade 8 on page 42,^, and Grade J I on page 66. /lablc 5 on page 17 lists afl the reports by grade with 
the recipient in a school system most likely tq tiiid the data useful. ' . , ^ 

Data in the reports are real in* that they reflect acuial student?, schools and' systems m Georgia: 
However, names have -b^en changed so as to protect the confidential^' of the data. 

It is possible that when examining the nunllx:r of students ~"actuaHv tested in a class, school or 
system, the re is a difference between these numbers and numi)ers appearing m the reports The guide 
used for determining whether a student*s answer sheet should be scored and reports prepared was, 

1) . A 4th (ff 8th Grade student needed to "try ' at least 10 questions m 8 of the 1 1 ITBS subtests, and 

2) an 11th Grade student needed to "try" at least 10 questibns m two out of the three TAP subtests. 
If a student failed to meet these guidelines, a report was not prepared and data were not included in 
summaries. 
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Table 5 ^ * , 
Report^ by Title 
Recipient and Grade 



Title 



For rjie Teacher 

Student Item Response Report 
f\ipil Score Report (Roster) 
Student Cumulative Record Label 
. Classroom Summary Report 

» » 
For the [Yincit>al 

ClassVb'om Sum ma r\- Report ^ 
'/ School Summary Report 

•School Grade Equivalent , Frequency Disrri\)ution 
School Standard Score Frequency Distribution 
School Skill Rcinking Roport 

For the System 

" Classroom Summary Report 
School Summary Report 
System Summary Report 

School Grade Fquivaient Frequency Distribution^. 
School StandartJ'J^corc Frequency Distributfon- ' 
System Grade IZquivalenr Frequency Distribution 
System Standard Score ]• requency Distribution 
System Skill Ranking Report 

For the State - :.. 

School Grade fLquiVcilent Frequency Distribution 
School Standard' Scor.e Frequency Distribution 
System Grade FqiaVaJenr Frecjiiency Distribuf ion- 
System Srandar^fsScbre-Frequencv Distribution^ ' 
1-ducatio'naI Piorfnfhg 'Dlslrict Grade Hquivafenr ' 

I • requencv. Dlst r ibut ion . . / ' „ 

Fduccitional Planning Disri'ict Standard ^co'^e 

l^requency f^istrilTution ^ \ 

State Grade Ixiuivalent frequency Distribution 
Sraie Si-andard Score Frequency l')istrtbuti()n 
educational Planningj;)istPict Skill Ranking Report 
State Skill Ranking l?6|")oi'i . > 



X 
X 
X 
X 



.X" 
X - 
X 
X 




;rade 
8 ^ IL 



X 
•X 
X 
X 
X 



'X 
X 
X 
X 
X* 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 
X 

X 
X 



X 
X 
X 



X 
X 



X 


X. 




X 


' X 


X 


X 


. . X 




X 




X 








X 


• X" 




;x 


^ x^' 


X 


^x 






X 




. X 


X 






X 




X 









Note In instances where the same report is distributed to more than ojie recipient » 
, multiple copies arc primed with the original for^he first listed recipiefnt and 
second ancj third copies ui recipients following For example^ the original 
Classroom Siimmar\ Rep(M'i is for the icacher. ihe second for the principal, 
the rliird for th^ system. 
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